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& é ! THE JAPANESE POTTERY HANDBOOK

——NEW BOOK on sale at

Maruzen and Kyoto Shoin

Price ¥1,300—
When | came to Japan, about three years ago, | had no special
interest in pottery. | had come here as a teacher, but after visit-
ing many kiln sites while working in Kyushu, 1 began to develop
an appreciation of Japanese pottery with its fine tradition and lo-
cal flavour. The pleasure of looking around Japanese pottery
shops to find things for my kitchen was complemented by my
enjoyment of Japanese food.
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When | moved to Kyoto, two.years ago. | enrolied in a pottery school, arranging
my working time to allow plenty of time for making pots. Gradually | began to
know a little about tecnhiques, but felt frustrated as | realized that language gro-
blems were blocking my progress. Although by that time 1 had some fluency in
everyday conversation, | was lost when it came to the language of pottery. |

{ did not even know bacic words like ‘rokuro’(wheel) and 'kama’(kiln). Language
text books, potterey and dictionaries were of fittle help. This irritating language
barrier was the stimulus for collecting information which has finally grown into
a book.

With the help of my pottery teacher, Sodeoka Kanji, and an English friend, Lucy

Kitto, who offered to draw illustrations, a little handbook was produced in Febru-
ary 1978. We printed 200 copies ourselves and asked readers to help us by gi-

ving suggestions for improvement and more information. We were delighted and
surprised by the keen interest shown by readers, and very pleased when Kodan-
sha International expressed interest in pbulishing an expanded handbook.
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Qur long hours of work collecting information to revise and expand the book.
were rewarded by seeing THE JAPANESE POTTERY HANDBOOK' in the book-

% shopes at last this month.
The book was written primarily for foreign potters studying in Japan, but may

also be useful to potters aboroad who are interested in Jaganese pottery techni-
ques. Since the text is in English and Japanese (with romaji and kanji for all
pottery vocabulary), | hoge it will also be used by Japanese potters who are int-
terested in talking about their work to foreigners.

The book includeds iflustrated sections on tools and tool making. forming techni-
ques, shapes, decoration techniques and kilns. The final section of the book is
devoted to information about where to see pottery in Japan (including maps of
present day kiln sites and list of museums) and a bibliography of books on pottery.

The book looks different from most other books, since every page was written

- and drawn by hand. | was very glad that Kodansha decided to keep the hand-
A written style as | think it makes the book more approachable.

Ic My three years in Japan will soon be coming to an end, as | leave 1o join a pot-
5 try workshop in England in September. Living in Japan has changed my life in
(& many ways and | feel glad to have started my pottery career in what | believe
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